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QUESTION: I read in our local paper the other day that 
they dug up the bones of a man estimated to be 10,000 
years old. Is this possible since it has only been 6,000 years 
since the creation? In other words, was there life upon 
this earth before Adam and Eve?—Ralph Webb, Pulaski, 
Virginia. 


MANY CHRISTIANS ARE disturbed when they 
read about discoveries of prehisto:ic fossils of animals 
and men, believing that such findings are contradictory 
to the Scriptures. Occasionally, archaeologists report find- 
ing some spectacular skeleton, and a great flurry of pub- 
licity is begun. Often the skeletal remains that are found 
are mere fragments which are reconstructed according to 
apparent contour and the vivid imagination of the anthro- 
pologist. 

Many fossils have been discovered that cannot be de- 
nied. Most of us have become familiar with what is called 
the Neanderthal man, Peking man, Cro-Magnon man, 
Java man, and others. None of these reports should be 
taken too seriously because very often they are built more 
upon theory, conjecture, and surmise than upon fact. The 
remains of creatures have been found that could not have 
lived since the time of Adam or of recorded history. How 
long ago they lived is immaterial. If they lived ten thou- 
sand years ago, a million years ago, or a billion years ago 
is of no concern because it does not contradict the Word 
of God. The Bible is a history of God’s dealing with man- 
kind; therefore, it does not tell us the entire story of the 
earth. All we know is that God created the earth “in the 
beginning.” Just when “the beginning” was no one knows. 
Some time after its creation it was rendered without 
form and void, that is, empty (Genesis 1:2). Never since 
the time of Adam has the earth been formless and empty. 
Jeremiah 4:23-28 mentions this one time that the earth 
was in this condition. The wording is almost identical to 
that in Genesis. We are told more in Jeremiah than we 
are in Genesis, for the prophet revealed that before the 
earth was emptied that man and birds had lived on the 
earth, agriculture had been practiced, and cilies had exist- 
ed. This indicates that some time between the first and 
second verses of Genesis life existed on the earth. It is 
further seen in two commandments in the book of Gen- 
esis. In Genesis 9:1 after the flood had destroyed most of 
the life from the earth, God told Noah “to be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth.” This meant that the 
earth was to be filled with life again, because life had 
existed before that time. In Genesis 1:28 God gave an 
identical commandment to Adam. The only conclusion is 
that there was some kind of existence previous to the 
time of Adam. What type it was is not indicated in the 
Scriptures, but discoveries of life that existed long before 
our present existence only bear out the truth of all these 
scriptures. God in His wisdom indicated these things but 
did not fully record them for us because they do not per- 
tain to our life or our relationship with Him. 


SAN 

Reverence the highest, have patience with the lowest. 

If the stars are too distant, pick up the pebble that lies 
at your feet. 
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The story of Jesus will never 


become old, even though 


it is 


AN OLD, OLD STORY 


Y TEXT IS found in Matthew 
Vp which reads, “This gos- 

pel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations .. .” For the 
sake of appropriateness let us use the 
words good news instead of gospel for 
it gives my theme a more apt mean- 
ing. 

None of us have come to the place 
that we do not like to reminisce and 
recall stories which give us a thrill 
and flush our cheeks with excitement. 
Many old stories told during our child- 
hood days can still be remembered, 
how we loved them, and every now 
and then we wish they were true. 
Somehow we wish, at times, that we 
could live with certain characters and 
talk to them about their daring deeds 
and famous exploits; but, the pres- 
sure of the present soon brings us 
back to reality and the dream-bubble 
bursts and disappears. 


Many a story has been told of what 
has happened in the past: stories of 
fame, valor, phantasy, and fortune; 
stories of knights, vagabonds, heroes, 
pirates, and outlaws; but, I want to 
tell you another old, old story. Its 
place of worth is not because of its 
value in the realm of fiction, classics, 
romances, or poetry, but it is found in 
the change that it produces in the 
hearts, characters, and aims of man- 
kind. 

This old, old story has a beginning 
like any old, old story—Once upon a 
time—Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king. 
He was neither the son of a rich man 
nor a prince among his people, nor 
was He destined to become an ambas- 
sador of state or a minister of justice. 
He did not welcome an opportunity to 
become king or ruler and He found lit- 
ea in viewing the earthly 

gs to be gained. His desire was to 
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rid men of the curse of sin and evil. 

The awesome and tragic, yet most 
glorious, climax of this old story be- 
gan at his trial when he stood un- 
justly condemned by liars, coveters, 
and mongers; and at his crucifixion 
where he died among thieves, as a 
transgressor who never transgressed; 
at his burial, where, in a borrowed 
tomb, his body was laid—in a tomb 
made for another man. 

The climax of this old, old story 
was reached at his Resurrection when 
the hope of his beloved disciples was 
gone and all possible means were used 
to keep him in the grave. Great was 
the news that he was alive again! 
But, some of the thrill was taken away 
from such good news when it was 
learned that He was to leave again 
and return to His Father. Yet, with 
the glad news of another Comforter, 
the Holy Ghost, and the recalled 
words, “I will come again and receive 
you unto myself,” the disciples took 


By EDWARD E. SHOUPE 
Pastor, Cooper Heights, Georgia 


on new courage, hope, and faith. They 
went forth to tell this story to others 
which brought to them, also, hope and 
faith and a new life. 


This story’s influence has been un- 
surpassed throughout the ages and 
was manifested in the outset by the 
life of the early Christians who in- 
terpreted and wrote down the teach- 
ings and sayings of Jesus Christ. The 
more this story was told the greater 
its influence and consequent results 
became. 


THE RESULTS of hearing 
this story has caused people to stand 
for truth and right in spite of all op- 
position. It has caused people to do 
that which is contrary to the natural: 
love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good for evil, turn the 
other cheek when one has been smit- 
ten. One needs but to read of the lives 
and martyrdom of such men as Ig- 
natius, Bishop of Antioch, who was 
torn by wild beasts; and of Pothinus, 
who in 177 A.D. in Gual, was beaten 
almost to death and cast into a dun- 
geon in which death, as a gracious 
friend, came to him; or Polycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, who in old age, 
was pulled behind a chariot and sub- 
sequently burned with fire—thus, to 
mention a few. What enabled these 
men to undergo such tortures and in- 
dignities? It was their response to, 
their belief in, and the experience re- 
ceived through the old story of Jesus 
Christ, their Saviour and Lord. No oth- 
er story could have made this possible. 

This story has caused unhappy, 
downtrodden men of Europe to be 
happy and sorrowful men of China to 
be glad men. One only has to read the 
accounts of the Church of God mis- 
sionaries to have much evidence to 
prove this. Rich men become content- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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“Whereas ye know 
not what 
shall be on 
the morrow. 
For what is 
your life? It 





is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little 
time, and then van- 
isheth away,” James 





S I VISUALIZE this morning the aggregate of 
people that compose my audience, I feel privi- 
4 leged to talk to people from all walks of life. 
There is a question found in James 4:14 that I feel is 
important to every one of you, “For what is your life?” 
Perhaps there are those of you that have labored long 
and hard; perhaps there are those of you that even at 
this early hour are weary. To you come the comforting 
words of Christ found in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light.” In Jesus there is rest and contentment that 
passes all human understanding; in Jesus there is the 
answer for your problem. Though you may labor hard 
and though your work may be manual, in Jesus there is 
comfort and rest. 

What is your life? Perhaps there are those of you that 
feel insecure in a fast and rushing world that seemingly 
is ever increasing speed, providing more and more haz- 
ards for living; but in Jesus there is security. I have my 
Bible open to Romans 8:38, “For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” Through the love of God we can have 
protection from all things real or imaginary, present or 
expected. 

What is your life? Perhaps you are sad. I think of 
Peter, a person who had a rather sad and regretful life 
before he found Jesus, occupied as he was by fishing, and 
at times so unsuccessful. After Peter met the Lord Jesus 
Christ his life was completely changed. After a lifetime 
of service to Him, even in view of persecution, trials and 
afflictions, Peter wrote these words, “Though now you 
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what e 
is your 
life? 


Man’s most important question 


By LOUIS H. CROSS 
Pastor, Elizabethton, Tennessee 


see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.” If you find your life filled with 
sadness, with discontent; if you find your life not measur- 
ing up to those dreams you had in youth; in Jesus you 
can find happiness. In accepting Him you can have joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. 

What is your life? Are you suffering from blindness? 
If there are those of you that physically cannot see, I 
believe that the same Jesus that healed blind Bartimaeus 
on the road to Jericho, is able this very day to give sight 
to those blind eyes. There are many who are blessed with 
physical vision that travel in a world of darkness. 
Instead of growing in the light of God’s love, they grope 
in the night of sin. They cannot see the terrible desti- 
nation of the road they travel. Into such lives, as well as 
to the physically blind, Jesus can bring light. While Jesus 
walked along the road to Jericho, Bartimaeus cried out 
to Him to have mercy upon him. That day his life was 
changed from one of despair and darkness, from one 
without hope, to a life flooded with light, completely 
changed from one of despair and darkness, from one 
able to bring light into your life, He is able to bring 
rejoicing to your soul. 

I presume there are those of you listening that are not 
feeling so sad; perhaps there are those of you -that are 
not so weary. There are many of you, I trust, that are 
prosperous, but as you examine yourself, you find very 
little purpose in your life; you find very little reason for 
living. 

I would like to call to your attention the example of a 
young man who had all the riches the world could afford. 
He could have had the acclaim of the people that were 
living at that time. He could have lived in a royal house. 
I am speaking of Moses, who was adopted by the royal 
family of Egypt. He could have had all the riches that 
great empire afforded. He could have looked forward 


(Continued on page 10) 
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GUILT! 


FEAR! 
TORMENT! WAS ANXIETY! 
FRUSTRATION! Matthew 25:14-30 CONDEMNATION! 


By JAMES E. PARROTT, Evangelist 


TEXT: Matthew 25:25a, “And I was afraid, and went 
and hid thy talent in the earth.” 


HIS PARABLE SPAKE Jesus to everyone, that they 
} might know their responsibility to the kingdom of 
heaven. 

“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into 
a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods.” He delivered unto them his goods. 
What were his goods? God has never sent anyone to do a 
work without equipping him for that work. The “goods” 
He gave to Moses were his rod and signs following. 

In the Lord’s public ministry signs followed. In Luke 
4:18 Jesus boldly proclaims his mission. “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the bro- 
ken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised.” 

Some said, “He is beside himself”; others said, “He hath 
a devil”; yet, the sinner was forgiven and the sick were 
healed. 

Jesus was not afraid. He needed help, so He called unto 
Him His twelve disciples. He gave them power to cast out 
unclean spirits, and to heal all manner of sickness and 
all manner of disease (Matthew 10:1). The twelve disci- 
ples received their commission from Jesus Himself. Mat- 
thew 10:7, 8, “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, 
freely give.” 

Jesus delivered unto them the goods; they were not 
afraid. Jesus said in Acts 1:8a, “But ye shall receive pow- 
er, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” 

Mark 16:15-18, 20, “And he said unto them, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall fol- 
low them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take 
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

all recover. And they went forth, and preached every 

@::. the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
ord with signs following. Amen.” 
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The talents were given to every man according to his 
ability. To one servant he gave five talents, to another two 
talents, to another one talent. After a long time the lord 
of these servants returned. He that had received five tal- 
ents came and brought five other talents, saying, “Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have 
gained beside them five talents more.” He that had re- 
ceived two talents said, “I have gained two other talents 
beside them.” These two servants were not afraid; they 
had the goods and worked for their Lord. They entered 
into the joy of the Lord. The other servant, however, 
came and said, “Lord I was afraid and went and hid 
thy talent in the earth.” 


FRIEND, WE SHALL GIVE an account before 
our God for our failure to lift His standard up where 
men can see it. This servant let fear keep him from do- 
ing what he was commanded to do. 

This will be the cry of many when they give an ac- 
count to Jesus for their stewardship. “I was afraid to 
preach or teach the whole truth.” God has commissioned 
us by His Word and through the workings of the Holy 
Ghost, just as He did the Twelve, and the Seventy, and 
the one hundred and twenty followers in the Upper Room. 
As the Church of God at Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:7), “So 
that you come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” let us shout it from our pulpits 
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Many will say in that day, “Lord, I was afraid of what 
someone would say. Lord, I was afraid they would num- 
ber me with that number that has brought reproach upon 
the church,” or “I was afraid and went and hid thy talent 
in the earth.” 

Reading the history of the Church of God, Like a 
Mighty Army, brought tears to my eyes. It kindled a fire 
in my soul. Our brethren who have gone on before us 
will not be found guilty of slothfulness in preaching, cast- 
ing out devils, and praying for the sick. 

I am not afraid. Let us shout it from the housetop; for 
Zion’s sake, we will not hold our peace. 

This servant was a wicked and slothful servant. His 
lord said to him, “Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 
knowest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where 
I have not strawed.” He was cast into outer darkness 
where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
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A VISION 
of the 
KING 


By BILLY SUNDAY 


as my Guide, I entered the portico of Genesis and 

walked down the art gallery of our Old Testament, 
where, on the wall, hung the pictures of Enoch, Noah, 
Jacob, Abraham, Elijah, David, Daniel, and other famous 
prophets of old. 

Then I passed into the music room of the Psalms where 
the Spirit swept the keyboard of my nature and brought 
forth melody, from the dirge-like wail, like that of the 
weeping Prophet, Jeremiah, to the grand exultant strains 
of the twenty-fourth Psalm, and where every reed and 
pipe in God’s great organ of Nature seemed to respond 
to the tuneful harp of David, the sweet singer of Israel, 
who played for King Saul in his melancholy moods. 

Next, I passed into the business office of Proverbs; then 
into the chapel of Ecclesiastes where the voice of the 
preacher was heard; then over into the conservatory of 
the Song of Songs where the lily of the valley and the 
rose of Sharon, with their sweet scented spices, filled 
and perfumed my life. 

Then, I stepped into the prophetic room and saw the 
telescopes of various sizes. Some pointed to far off stars, 
or events, and others to nearby stars, but all concentrated 
upon the Bright and Morning Star which was to rise 
above the moonlit hills of Judea for our salvation, while 
the shepherds guarded their flocks by night. 

From there, I passed into the audience room and caught 
a vision of the King’s glory from the standpoint of Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke and John; then into the Acts, where 
the Holy Spirit was doing His work in the formation of the 
infant church. 

From there I went into the correspondence room, where 
John, Paul, Peter, James and Jude sat at their desks, 
penning their epistles to the Church. 

At last, I stepped into the throne room of the Revelation 
where consciousness towered into glittering peaks, and 
then—I had a vision of all creation, invisible and visible, 
as the glorious expression of the King of Kings.—Pub- 
lished in the Divine Science Magazine, Aspire, February, 
1952. 


ZT WENTY-FOUR YEARS AGO, with the Holy Spirit 
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LADY, YOU LISTEN SWEET 


By MRS. GEORGE W. AYERS 


READ A LITTLE STORY by Ruth C. Ikerman 
g the above title. It told of a little girl who sang sev- 

eral choruses to a lady who had been busy sweep- 
ing her sidewalks, but had stopped and listened. This 
made the little girl feel wonderful, for a “big, grown-up 
woman” had listened to her sing. 

I also read an article in the Reader’s Digest about 
some conversations of these days. The article stated that 
conversation is almost like playing ball; one is seldom 
really listening and thinking of what his or her “op- 
ponent” is saying and is only waiting to “grab the floor” 
the moment that there is a pause. It would seem that 
with such animated talking, there would be little relaxing 
and there could by many interruptions. This might be 
lovely for a while, but I believe most persons enjoy being 
heard and have others think about what they say. 

A good listener is always appreciated. You’ve heard 
persons say, “She is really a chatter-box, isn’t she?” Or, 
“Doesn’t she ever run down?” You have met this kind 
of person, I am sure. She is the one who is always offer- 
ing advice that you didn’t ask. She can tell you how to 
do anything better, even though you have been doing 
that job fifteen years and she has been doing it only six 
months. 

The person I want to talk about is not that way. Have 
you met the person to whom you could “unload” your 
heart, someone who really listened and cared? Someone 
who wept when you wept and rejoiced when you rejoiced 
as the Bible said to do? Someone who didn’t go out im- 
mediately and spread abroad what you have said, and 
you knew that she wouldn’t? Someone who really helped 
you pray about your problem instead of lightly promising 
and then forgetting all about it? Someone tender, sym- 
pathetic and truly interested in what you are bearing? 

Have you met such a person yet? Perhaps you'll say, 
“No, I haven’t; I wish I could.” I cannot direct you to 
such a person, but there are some in the world; I have 
met some. I will, however, tell you what is even better— 
let you and I strive to be that kind of person. This is 
how we shall start. 

We must listen to God. We read God’s Word and we 
pray. We have a constant consciousness of His nearness 
to us. We meditate upon His goodness. We talk to Him 
in thought as well as when we are “hidden in our closet” 
in our secret sessions with Him, but have we ever listened 
to Him? I do not mean that He will speak to us in an 
audible voice or send some great and wonderful vision. 
Some may expect and get these things, but I am speak- 
ing of waiting before Him in the communion and fellow- 
ship with Him that make us different vessels. 

We housewives and mothers are always busy; we have 
a thousand and one things to do everyday and, for that 
reason, we seldom have a quiet time. I know of one min- 
ister’s wife whose duties are so heavy that she must arise 
early in the morning for this time of her day. Another 
has her quiet time the moment the children are off to 
school and her husband goes out to start his day. Another 
has hers after she has given her children their lunch at 
home and they are gone back to school, and her husband 
is studying or gone in his ministerial duties. 

We must have these times; it isn’t enough to ru 


(Continued on page 11) 
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.COME: 


An invitation made 
1900 years ago demands 


our response today. 


Text: Luke 14:16-20. 


“Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many: and sent his servant at supper 
time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready. And they all with one consent be- 
gan to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: 
I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray 
thee have me excused. And another said I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come.” 


ESUS IS GIVING the invitation today for the great 

supper in the sky, He is giving the invitation to 

one and all; but, like the people in the parable, 
excuses are plentiful. Listen to some of the excuses of- 
fered today, and hear what God has to say in answer 
to them. 

One: I am a church member. Church membership alone 
does not save. The great question is, “Have you been 
born again; are you showing by your life that you are a 
child of God?” Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Ye must be 
born again,” St. John 3:7. 

Two: I am good enough! Are you? The Bible teaches 
us that “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God,” (Romans 3:23), and in Romans 3:10, we read, 
“There is none righteous, no, not one.” Outside of Christ 
there is no righteousness. 

Three: I am not very bad. Again, I give you the word 
of God. Psalms 14:3, “There is none that doeth good, no, 
not one.” 

Four: I am not good enough to be a Christian. If this 
is your excuse, my friend, hear Jesus as He says: “They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance,” Matthew 9:12-13. 
And in Titus 3:5, Paul writes: “Not by works of right- 
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For All Things Are Now Made Ready 





eousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saves us.” 

Five: I am too great a sinner. Friend of mine, if you 
are standing on this excuse, you are on a very weak 
foundation. Hear the prophet Isaiah as he brings forth 
his great invitation: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon,” Isaiah 55:7 
Furthermore, Jesus says, “All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out,” John 6:37. Paul, in his letter to the 
Hebrews, says: “Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them,” Hebrews 7:25. 


SIX: Not now! How often we hear this flimsy 
little excuse, “Not now.” I can almost hear old Felix as 
he made the same excuse to Paul. Felix trembled under 
the impact of Paul’s testimony, but he said to Paul: “Go 
thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, 
I will call for thee,” Acts 24:25. You say, “Not now”; God 
says, “Today.” “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, as in the provocation,” Hebrews 3:15. 
And Genesis 6:3, “And the Lord said, My spirit shall 
not always strive with man.” If you are hanging on to 
this excuse, turn it loose quickly and heed the admonition 
of Amos the prophet, when he said: “Prepare to meet 
thy God” (Amos 4:12). 

Seven: There are church members no better than I am! 
I believe this is the most frequently used of all excuses. 
I have heard sinners say, “I wouldn’t be a member of 
such and such a church; there are too many hypocrites 
in it.” Did you not know, my sinner friend, that the so- 
called hypocrite stands between you and Christ, if this is 
your excuse? Let me give you what God thinks about 
your excuse. Matthew 7:1-5, “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be meas- 
ured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that 
is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, 


(Continued on page 10) 
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ject is amazing! Perhaps it is as one has said, “I 

am no Bible student and don’t care to read it 
much .. .” Yet, he aired his opinions freely and argue q 
over the Scriptures continually. * 

No man’s opinion is worth anything unless it is founded 
upon God’s Word. Isaiah 55:8, 9 states: “My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.” This applies to the educated as well 
as to the ignorant. 

Let your hearts accept the significance of this truth. 
“Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the dis- 
puter of this world? hath not God made foolish the wis- 
dom of this world? . . . The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men... But God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
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Use O the weak things of the world to confound the things which 


are mighty; ... that no flesh should glory in his pres- 
ence” (1 Corinthians 1:20-29). 


It takes no intelligence to talk in tongues (see Numbers 

é 22:28-31), but for us it does take a humble, yielded heart 

pea ing and life to God. It is feared that too many professing 
Christians disdain God’s Word, choosing rather their own 

ways and opinions, in spite of the plain teachings of the 


Bible. While we definitely believe this speaking with 


tongues is of God’s Spirit, yet no one places it on the par 
; with the Holy Bible, but all things must be submitted to 
vi onques the Word. If they speak not according to this standard, 


- it is absolutely rejected and the Messenger discredited. 
1. It Is the Believer’s Credential 
Speaking in tongues is the proof of a person’s faith in 
God. Jesus said, in Mark 16:17-20: “These signs shall fol- 
low them that believe; In my name ... they shall speak i 
with new tongues... And they went forth, and preached 7 
every where... with signs following.” Some have boasted 
By W. G. HATHAWAY that they do not need these signs to bolster up their faith, 
that they are only for the “weak Christian.” This is an 
absolute falsity. God said the sign is for those who be- 
lieve. Man must yield himself to the Spirit for this mani- 
festation. 
Another false argument is that this portion of Mark is 
not in the best ancient manuscripts, hence not inspired. 
The translators of both the Authorized and Revised Ver- 
sions of the Bible, however, considered it inspired, and it is 
therefore in the Canon of Scripture. Furthermore, hun- 
dreds and thousands of believers, down through the ages, 
having believed on God, have had the signs following even 


A reasonable answer 


to one of today’s 


most often - asked in this generation. Friends! It is time to awaken! God is 
offering you a miraculous manifestation of Himself befor * 
questions His judgments fall! 
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2. Foreigners Heard the Gospel 

All agree that one very practical use of tongues at Pen- 
tecost was that all of the devout foreign Jews assembled 

Jerusalem “heard them speak in (their) own tongues, 
wherein (they) were born . .. the wonderful works of 
God.” This resulted in 3,000 souls being saved that day 
(Acts 2:4-11). 

3. A Pattern Set 

A pattern for all ages to come was set at Pentecost 
a pattern wherein we could recognize the true baptism 
with the Holy Ghost. Peter recognized this at Cornelius’ 
household and, as a result (Acts 10:44-47), commanded 
these new converts to be baptized in water. The Apostles 
at Jerusalem also recognized it, after Peter’s rehearsal, 
and “held their peace” from any criticism (Acts 11:15-18). 
While speaking in tongues is by no means the only evi- 
dence of the Holy Ghost baptism, yet it is the initial, out- 
ward, visible, physical evidence. The proof of this could 
not be written more plainly than in Acts 10 and 11. 

4. One of the Gifts of the Spirit 

It is one of the nine gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12) which “God has set in the church” for all time. Paul’s 
divinely inspired word on this Dispensation of Grace 
(1 Corinthians 12:1) expresses concern that his brethren 
remained ignorant concerning spiritual gifts (experi- 
mentally or intellectually). And yet, how many Christians 
lightly dismiss the gift of tongues, assuming that because 
it is not a “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22-23), it is 
of no consequence! 

The Scripture says: “Covet earnestly the best gifts” 
(1 Corinthians 12:31), and “. . . forbid not to speak with 
tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39). There must have been 
great value in the gifts of the Spirit—from the greatest 
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to the least—or God would not have imparted them for 
use, and exhorted Christians to earnestly covet them. 
Note 2 Timothy 3:16, 17: “ALL scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 


5. It Is the Sign Gift 

Of all the gifts of the Holy Spirit, this gift is the only 
one so designated. This is quite significant. Consider 
Paul’s record in 1 Corinthians 14:21-22: “In the law it is 
written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I 
speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not 

ear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a — 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not . 
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Surely there are multitudes of professing Christians in 
this class “that believe not.” 

Now what is the deep significance of this SIGN? Con- 
sulting Isaiah 28:11, 13 and Deuteronomy 28:49-68, al- 
though we find God giving Israel warning of coming 
judgments, we might be prone to dismiss it'‘as in no wise 
connected with the Christian era. When Paul, however, 
under the Holy Spirit’s control, quotes it in this chapter 
on tongues as a sign, men everywhere ought to take warn- 
ing. The Pentecostal people are God’s sign people, and 
it is as God says: “Yet for all that will they (the present 
generation) not hear me (be warned).” 

Listen! There are only two classes of people—those that 
follow the Lamb wherever He leadeth, and those that 
worship the Beast and are to be cast into the pit with 
him. (See Book of Revelation.) Why do YOU not study 
this subject? God will reveal Himself to you as He has to 
others. 2 Timothy 2:15 admonishes: “Study to show thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” The 
purpose of a “Sign” is to call attention to something of 
real value within! 

6. Fulfilled Prophecy 

1. Some say the disciples at Pentecost did not know 
what to expect when they waited for the Holy Ghost, but 
Jesus definitely told them they would speak with new 
tongues, when He commanded them to “wait” (Mark 
16:16-20). Pentecost was this prophecy fulfilled. 

2. Peter said at Pentecost that Christ’s prophecy of the 
coming of the Comforter (John 15:26) was fulfilled in 
these words “being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and 
hear” (Acts 2:33). 

3. Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled (Joel 2:28). “And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

. And they were amazed and were in doubt, saying one 
to another, What meaneth this? .. . But Peter standing 
up ... said, This is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I 
will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy” (Acts 2:4, 12, 14, 16-18). 

Note: Peter said “THIS IS THAT,” and praise God, we 
can definitely say THAT is THIS, for the same three 
prophecies are still being fulfilled. “Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you... and ye shall receive the gift 
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of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:38, 39). 

7. “He Speaketh unto God” 

1 Corinthians 14:2 reads: “For he that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God 
...” Now is not this talking to God useful and most prof- 
itable? It might be in prayer, praise, thanksgiving, or in- 
tercession. Romans 8:26, 27: “Likewise the Spirit also help- 
eth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is in the mind 
of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God.” Truly, this is what 
Paul terms “praying with the spirit” (1 Corinthians 14:14, 
15). Regular praying is praying “with the understanding.” 
Both are scriptural and good. 

8. “He Speaketh Mysteries” (1 Corinthians 14:2) 

Now is not this desirable and useful? In 1 Peter 1:9-12, 
we note how the prophets of old—speaking of the wonder- 
ful salvation which is ours—spoke, under the anointing of 
the same Holy Ghost, mysteries—things which they could 
not understand. “Of which salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: searching what, or 
what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the suffer- 
ings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” Again, 
we read elsewhere, “Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved of the Holy Ghost.” An old archdeacon and mis- 
sionary of the Anglican Church declared he had never 
really understood this until he received the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost. Then, indeed, the wonderful, supernatur- 
al utterance of the Spirit, speaking through him, made 
it clear. It was neither emotion nor excitement, but 
rather, God-possession—more God-conscious than self- 
conscious. 

9. This Gift Is the Ground for Another Gift 

1 Corinthians 14:13 states: “Wherefore let him that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may inter- 
pret,” (or receive the gift of interpretation), and in verse 
5 Paul declares that these two gifts (tongues and interpre- 
tation) are equal to the great gift of prophecy. Why is 
the gift of prophecy so lauded and exalted in this chap- 
ter? The key of 1 Corinthians 14 is the word OTHERS 
—i.e., for the edification of the Church—the Body of 
Christ. Let no one think that he is worthy of it, or shall 
obtain, the greater gifts of the Spirit if he despises and 
rejects the lesser gifts of tongues or of interpretation of 
tongues. 1 Corinthians 14:1 commands us to “desire spir- 
itual gifts.’ But I must close. The subject seems inex- 
haustible. 

10. “He Edifieth himself” (1 Corinthians 14:4) 

Without question, this edification is most profitable to 
the one edified. For this reason alone, one would be justi- 
fied in earnestly seeking and coveting this gift. The 
whole purpose of Paul’s writing of 1 Corinthians 14 was 
to exhort that OTHERS be edified and yet, in contrast, we 
have learned and can learn many things about self-edifi- 
cation for God’s glory. Someone will ask: “How can one 
be blessed and edified when they are speaking a lan- 
guage they don’t understand?” Friend! Are you so ignor- 
ant as not to know that when man worships God, it is 
not done in the realm of the intellect, but that of the 
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spirit—“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God” (Romans 8:16)? 

Very much more could be said, but the whole purpose 
of this article is to arouse Christians to seek God wit 
all their hearts and apprehend that for which they are 
apprehended in Him.—From The Elim Evangel. Pastor 
W. G. Hathaway, Editor. 


WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? 
(Continued from page 4) 


a lifetime of luxury and eminence. Moses, however, ex- 
amined himself and found very little purpose in that 
course of life. He made a great decision. We read in 
Hebrews 11:24-26, “By faith Moses, when he was come to 
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom- 
pence of the reward.” e 

The Christ that I know is able to plant purpose in your 
life; He is able to change a confused life to an orderly 
purposeful one. Do you have many of the physical things 
of this world, a nice home, an automobile, and nice fur- 
niture; do you possess things that by mundane thinking 
should make one happy, and yet you find your life is 
empty, unsatisfactory, and without purpose? Jesus is able 
to change all of that. He can give you satisfaction, plant 
purpose in your soul and give order to your life. 

What is your life? You may decide. With Christ there 
is rest, there is security, there is happiness, there is light, 
hope, and peace. Without Him life is meaningless, shallow, 
dark, doomed, and disturbed. 


"te 


ae 
COME; FOR ALL THINGS ARE NOW READY 
(Continued from page 7) 


Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out 
the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 
Need I go further to prove your excuse is vain? 


EIGHT: My companions keep me from Christ. 
My dear sinner friend, I am very sorry for you if this is 
the excuse you have to offer. If your companions would 
keep you from Christ, then you are in need of better 
companions. Do you not know that Jesus is a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother? The Psalmist David said; 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of the sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful,” Psalm 1:1. Solomon 
said, “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men,” Proverbs 4:14,15. We turn now 
to the New Testament to prove you are inexcusable! 
2 Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness?” 

Nine: I cannot surrender all; there’s too much to give 
up. Can you not give up some things for Christ who 
gave His all for you? Matthew 16:25, “For whosoever 
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life 
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for my sake shall find it.” Paul gave up all for Christ; 
hear him as he speaks in Philippians 3:7, “But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.” 

Ten: The Christian life is too hard; I cannot hold 
out. Let us see what God’s Word tells us about this 
excuse. Turn with me to 1 John 5:3-4. “For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” You must 
daily seek His guidance; you must confess Him if you 
expect to keep the victory. 

Sinner friends, when you stand before the great “I AM,” 
you will not dare to offer an excuse. Even if you should, 
excuses will not stand in that day. If you expect to make 
it into the Heavenly City and partake of the great supper 
of the Lamb, you must make preparations now. In Mat- 
thew 11-28, Jesus invites you, “Come unto me.” So, 
friends, throw away the excuse you may be clinging to 
and accept the wonderful invitation now! 


sé Be 
LADY, YOU LISTEN SWEET 
(Continued from page 6) 

through the day and then rush to church for every serv- 
ice and do all that we can in the service. We must have 
some time to wait on the Lord and listen to Him alone. 
He commands us to be still and know that He is God. 
2 Corinthians 4:16 says, “For which cause we faint not; 
but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day.” 

We cannot get enough in church to last us from one 
service to the next, so we must seek this renewing day 
by day. I looked in the Holy Word to see how this could 
be found. Here is the answer. 1 Samuel 9:27b, “But stand 
thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of 
God.” Job 37:14 tells us, “Stand still, and consider the 
wondrous works of God.” Psalm 4:4, “Stand in awe, and 
sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, 
and be still. Selah.” 

Moses said unto the people, “Fear ye not, stand still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord,” Exodus 14:13. 2 Chron- 


icles 20:17a, “Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: 
set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord with you.” Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I 
am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be 
exalted in the earth.” You remember, too, how David in 
the Twenty-third Psalm said, “He leadeth-me beside the 
still waters. He restoreth my soul.” 

Sometimes we get in such a hustle and such a hurry 
doing the things that we think are necessary to the 
health and happiness of our families that we fail to have 
this quiet time to be still before the Lord. The still wa- 
ters that David mentioned denote calmness, and it does 
restore our souls and bodies to be calm. It is good for 
one’s health to be calm and contented. 

Christ is our Friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 
I wonder what our friends would think of us if we 
talked to them all the time and never gave them a 
chance to answer us. What if we got up and rushed back 
to our houses after we had had our say and never 
stayed long enough to listen to their “say”? Should we 
treat our best Friend in this way? If we wait upon Him 
and be still before Him, He will renew our strength, both 
physically and spiritually and make such an indelible 
impression upon us that others can see that we have been 
with Jesus. 

May God help us to listen sweet to Him; then we shall 
be able to listen sweet to others and have compassion up- 
on them as we are commanded to do. 

A QUIET TIME TO WAIT UPON THE LORD 
I have a quiet time to wait upon the Lord, 
A time we can call our very own. 

He gives my spirit wings 

To overcome all things; 

I never bear my burdens all alone. 

How I love to read the Bible 

And ask a thing or two. 

I always find the answer; 

He can solve your problems, too. 

Just find a time each day 

To meditate and pray, 

A quiet time to wait upon the Lord. 
—Redd Harper 
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AN OLD, OLD STORY 
(Continued from page 3) 
ed men; fearful men become men of 
faith; aimless men become men who 
have a goal in life. The last can be 
exemplified by the wondrous stories 
given by men who have heard this old 
story through the work of the mis- 
sions in Skid Row and Sand Street— 
two of the most noted slum areas of 
our country. What story could these 
men have read or heard that would 
have brought about this transforma- 
tion of their lives? None. In these 
slum areas will be found men who 
once had wealth, but wealth did not 
transform their lives for good. Not 
long ago a man with a Ph.D. degree 
from an eminent university was point- 
ed out among a group of men in such 
a castaway condition; education, evi- 
dently, had not given him the neces- 
sary foundation upon which to build 
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a good life. No, no other story can 
bring about a permanent newness of 
life. 

This old, old story has made men 
not strive for the wealth of the world 
but for poverty of spirit; not strive 
for power and command of nations 
but for mercy; not strive for security 
by wealth or health but for meekness; 
not strive to gain the whole world, but 
to give their lives to His command 
that they may possess everlasting 
lives. 

This story is very old, yet very new. 
It permeates the pages of history, yet it 
is more than just accounts of the past. 
Its influence has caused world-wide 
economic changes, yet it is more than 
food and raiment. It has brought 
about modifications in philosophical 
thought, but it is more than just a 
philosophy of life. The literature writ- 
ten about or based upon this old story 


is prodigious, yet it is more than just 
a book among books. 

This old story still commands the 
respect and admiration of all man- 
kind. This old story still brings won- 
derful changes in the hearts of men, 
women, boys, and girls. This story still 
brings the highest in all things to the 
individual that will believe and con- 
fess it from his heart—confessing his 
sins to Him. 

My reader, if you do not know the 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, take the Bible in 
your hands and read this fascinating 
and gripping story in the Gospels. Re- 
pent of your sins to Christ today, now, 
and receive Him into your life. Then, 
this old story will be real to you and 
a wondrous miracle will take place. 
You will be changed—new, different. 
Then all will be joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, for the Christ will be 
yours. So, Lord let it be. Amen. 
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HOPKINS 

Earl Hopkins, age 52, passed away 
suddenly on July 6, 1955, at the home 
of his stepson in immee, Florida. 
He was born near Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, on May 22, 1903, and had been a 
resident of Kissimmee for the last 
thirty-four years. He united with the 
Church of God at St. Cloud, Florida, in 
January, 1950, and helped build the 
church there. In May, 1952, he trans- 
ferred his membership to Kissimmee 
where the Church of God was begin- 
ning and gave of his time and efforts 
in constructing the church there. 
Brother Hopkins was much loved by 
all who knew him and will be greatly 
missed by all. He was survived by his 
wife, Nellie L. Hopkins; two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Toby Johnson and Betty 
Hopkins; a son, Gary Hopkins; two 
See. Cecil Shipman and Thales 
Shipman; and a sister, Mrs. M. H. 
Ponds. Funeral services were under the 
direction of Grissom Funeral Home 
with Brother John G. Bird officiating. 
Interment was in Rosehill Cemetery.— 
Betty Hopkins Groves. 


BURNER 

Mrs. John J. Burner, age 63, passed 
from this life of care and woe to a bet- 
ter life with our Lord on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 11, 1955, at 7:25 p.m. Sister 
Burner was a charter member of the 
Church of God in Chillicothe, Mis- 
souri. Her faithful work over the years 
since 1934 has resulted in numbers of 
souls being won to Christ. Among the 
souls that were won through her ef- 
forts are ministers of the gospel that 
today are winning other souls to 
Christ. Her passion for souls, her zeal 
for the youth work, and her patience 
with wayward members will a ways be 
remembered by the many with whom 
she came in contact. May her example 
| S guide to others—Paul E. Blake, 

astor. 


SMITH 

The Church of God in Jacksonville, 
Florida, records with deepest sorrow 
the death of one of its loved and 
faithful members, Sister Aubrey L. 
(Happy) Smith, 38, who died Septem- 
ber 22, 1955. She had labored for a 
number of years in churches, hospi- 
tals, and prisons sowing precious seeds 
of holiness and preaching the Dawe 
of Jesus Christ. She was friendly to 
everyone and eager to help all with 
whom she came contact. She tried 
to help others in this life even though 
she had many afflictions in her body. 
There was always a praise on her lips 
for God, even through dying moments. 
She will, by her excellent example, 
serve to make us better fellow pil- 
grims; and from her life, we shall 
draw inspiration to serve our Master 
better and render kindness to all our 
fellow men. Her funeral was conduct- 
ed by Bro. J. T. Roberts, Sr., and Bro. 
E. C. Kirkland. Surviving are her 
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husband, W. A. Smith, Pastor of Jack- 
sonville Heights Church of God; two 
daughters; two sons; her mother and 
father, Mr and Mrs. Lee; two sisters; 
and three brothers. We know that our 
loss is heaven’s gain. We honor and 
appreciate Sister Smith for her lov- 
ing service in our church and else- 
where. She will be greatly missed by 
er, who knew her.—E. C. Kirk- 
and. 


DRAKE 

Mrs. Eva May Drake, wife of Melvin 
E. Drake, pioneer Church of God min- 
ister, moved to her heavenly abode on 
the night of September 20, 1955. 2 
Kings 4:8 tells us of a woman whom 
the Bible calls “a great woman.” All 
who were privileged to know Sister 
Drake will concur with us that this be- 
loved minister, wife, and mother was 
truly a “great woman.” She began her 
earthly walk with our King in 1910 and 
joined the Church of God in 1914. In 
1923 she became a licensed minister 
and held this position with honor and 
integrity for thirty-two years. She 
Possessed outstanding virtues as a 
wife and rendered able assistance to 
her husband in his ministry. She did 
not slight the job of motherhood for 
she leaves three stalwart young sons 
carrying on the work she loved so 
dearly in the ministry today. Her min- 
istry was mainly in New Mexico, Texas, 
and California, but her good works 
are known from the East to the West. 
The magnificent array of beautiful 
floral offerings were a silent tribute to 
her courageous life and revealed the 
esteem and respect felt for her in the 
Southwest. She leaves behind her hus- 
band, Melvin E. Drake; three sons, 
Dan Arthur Drake, H. M. Drake, and 
M. E. Drake, Jr.; four daughters, Mrs. 
Evelyn Bundren, Mrs. Rachel Burgett, 
Mrs. Pearl Fryer, and Mrs. Aretta 
Lunsford; one brother; four sisters; 
twenty-five grandchildren; and thir- 
teen great-grandchildren. Her funeral 
was conducted by Brother Ralph E. 
Williams. Though we mourn her de- 
parture, our sorrow is alleviated by 
our secure knowledge that we will 
meet her again where those who were 
blessed by her ministry will be able to 
march with her around the throne, 
singing praises with the redeemed of 
all ages. 


NEGLEY 

On September 11, 1955, God sent his 
angel and claimed little Dennis Neg- 
ley, age 5 years and eight months. He 
was the grandson of Russel Negley, 
pastor of the Church of God in South 
Fairview, Pennsylvania. Although it 
was a shock because we were looking 
forward to his healing, God’s plans are 
not our plans. We all miss very 
much. We know he is well and happy 
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in heaven. Our loss is heaven’s gain. 
He cannot come to us, but we can go 
to him if we are true and faithful. His 
funeral was conducted by Brother 
W. H. Seville, our district pastor, and 
Brother W. ‘A. Nemhart, formerly of 
Jamaica.—Mrs. Ruth C. Brandt, Clerk. 


RAINS 

Fred Warren Rains, a faithful mem- 
ber, trustee, assistant superintendent 
of the Sunday School, and one of the 
seven councilors to the pastor at the 
South Phoenix Church of God in Ari- 
zona, was killed by 19,000 volts of elec- 
tricity. He left his home at about 4:00 
p.m. on May 25, 1955, on a call to his 
work and never returned. Fred was 
loved by all who knew him. The fu- 
neral was conducted in Tucson, Ari- 
zona, by Brother H. W. Pugh, the min- 
ister who performed the ceremony at 
his wedding to Miss Bertha Hammond 
(a sister to Brother H. E. Ramsey’s 
wife) twelve years ago. Brother C. R. 
Murray, pastor of Chandler, Arizona, 
assisted Brother Pugh in the service. 
The exceeding great number of people 
who lined up to view Fred for the last 
time was composed of all classes. You 
could well see that no person was re- 
spected above another with him. 
Fred always had time to show his 
kindness in helping anyone who need- 
ed him. He spent quite a lot of his 
time and money to make others hap- 
py. The church at South Phoenix has 
suffered a great loss, but we can all 
look forward to a grand morning when 
we will meet him in God’s house. Pray 
for his wife and two children—His 
niece, Darlene Rains. 


HALL 

Sister Mary Hall, wife of Brother 
W. S. Hall, who is maintenance super- 
visor of the Georgia campground and 
pastor of the Westside Church of God 
in Atlanta, Georgia, slipped away to 
be with the Lord on the evening of 
September 30, 1955, after a brief illness. 
Although she had not been feeling 
well on the evening before, Sister Hall 
had attended a church supper at the 
campground cafeteria and seemed to 
enjoy the time of fellowship very 
much. The sudden passing of Sister 
Hall seems untimely to us; yet we 
realize that God, with his infinite love 
and wisdom, has seen fit to take her 
home to heaven where she will add 
to the beauty and splendor of that 
fair city. Sister Hall is now reaping 
the reward for her faithfulness as a 
good Christian mother of five children 
and for her diligence as a pastor’s 
wife. Her body was placed to rest in 
the Westview Cemetery in Atlanta. We 
await the resurrection morning when 
this fine family can be reunited, never 
to be separated again. The funeral was 
conducted at the Atlanta Southside 
Church of God with Brother O. L. May 
and Brother D. C. Boatwright offici- 
ating.—Clarence Busby. 
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Pennsylvania Camp Meeting 


The 1955 camp meeting in Somer- 
set, Pennsylvania, is now history, but 
the memories will long linger with us. 
We were certainly blessed to have 
Brother Billy Sunday Myers as our 
Bible teacher and Brother Vep Ellis as 
our night speaker. The teaching of 
Brother Myers was greatly enjoyed. He 
had a unique way of teaching that 
was most interesting; yet, he drove 
his point home. He just taught old- 
time Church of God Bible truths. We 
were happy to have Sister Myers with 
us for the last few days. 

Brother Ellis was at his best; cer- 
tainly he put his all into each service, 
going beyond his strength at times. 
He filled in whenever needed at the 
organ and piano,and the songs he sang 
and the way he sang them will long 
be remembered. We were fortunate to 
have his family along; they helped in 
the singing of his famous songs. We 
believe the Ellis family loves God and 
deeply appreciates the talents He has 
given to them. Brother Ellis’ messages 
were right to the point, and the 
anointing with which each message 
was given and the holy zeal and his 
enthusiasm certainly account for the 
good altar services and the many who 
were saved, sanctified, and filled with 
the Holy Ghost. There were a number 
of healings, and for all these things 
we give God the glory. 

We were privileged to have Brother 
and Sister James A. Cross, Norman 
and Allen with us for a few days. 
Brother Cross, the Assistant General 
Overseer, brought the Missions mes- 
sage on Sunday morning; this was 
greatly enjoyed. Brother R. Leonard 
Carroll, president of Lee College, was 
with us and preached an excellent ser- 
mon. We were privileged to have 
visiting overseers with us: Brother 
Sindle from New York, Brother Stoppe 
from New Jersey, and Brother Byrd 
from Maryland. We had Maryland 
ministers in abundance. We thank 
them and Brother Byrd for their 
hearty cooperation. We had ministers 
and laity from Ohio, New York, and 
other states. We feel the camp meet- 
ing spirit is growing all the time in 
Pennsylvania, and there is a reason. 
The folk in Pennsylvania really come 
to camp meeting. They like to be there 
for the first night and stay until the 
last “Amen,” even though the meeting 
lasts eleven nights. Brother and Sis- 
ter Hindmon did their part in making 
our visitors feel welcome and helped 
in whatever capacity they could ren- 
der service. 

We had a good music committee 
which was always ready with the best 
specials available. All musicians, choir 
directors, = ushers, bell ringers, 
watchmen, finance and welcoming 
committee members, those who took 
subcriptions, cafeteria help, the cook, 
the cafeteria manager, those in 
charge of children’s church, subcrip- 
tion committee members, ministers’ 
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examining board members, entertain- 
ment and publicity committee mem- 
bers, served well in the capacity for 
which they were chosen, and did an 
excellent job. That is one reason the 
Lord came down and blessed in such 
a marvelous way. Shouts of glory rang 
out as, night after night, souls were 
finding God and others were receiv- 
ing such wonderful blessings. The 
meeting came to a close with the tab- 
ernacle filled; it looked as if it were 
just the beginning. 

New cabins, a new western-style 
state parsonage, and a new office are 
being built; this will add greatly to 
the beauty of the campground. The 
main roads leading into the grounds 
have been black-topped and the other 
roads are being reconditioned. 


Before the bills from the camp 
meeting were all paid, letters asking 
about rooms and cottages for next 
year began coming to the office. The 
camp meeting spirit is still with us, 
and if the Lord tarries we look for- 
ward with great anticipation to our 
1956 camp meeting which will convene 
June 26 through July 5. Why not plan 
to come and enjoy this spiritual feast 
with us?—Lourenna Moreland, State 
Secretary. 


New Church Progressing 

ANDERSON (OSBORNE AVENUE), 
S. C.—To God we give thanks; He has 
showed His power to us. The first serv- 
ice for the Osborne Avenue Church of 
God was held last November 21, 1954 
after the dividing of the congregation 
brought about by the opening of an- 
other church in downtown Anderson. 
At that time I assumed the pastorate 
of the Osborne Avenue Church. The 
official membership was 51, and our 
first Sunday School attendance was 85. 
God has blessed us in three great re- 
vivals, healing many, and saving, 
sanctifying, and filling with the Holy 
Ghost. Within the past eight months 
59 have been added to our member- 
ship, and the Sunday School is aver- 
aging about 200 in attendance. We 
have a radio broadcast each Satur- 
day night at 7:30. These are wonder- 
ful people with whom to work. We 
have porcy a parsonage lot at a 
cost of $2,000 and are os $10,000 
remodeling the church. Brother Ar- 
nold Godwin, of Avon Park, Florida, 
conducted a revival which ended Au- 
gust 7. It seemed every service was 
the best one, so free and easy to sing, 
preach and pray. Nineteen were saved, 
21 sanctified, 21 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 12 baptized in water, and 13 
added to the church. God honored 
Brother Godwin’s humble, consecrat- 
ed life, together with his talent to sing 
and ability to preach, with, in m 
estimation, a very outstanding sevivel 
—Joseph N. Daniel, Pastor. 
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Hard-working L.W.W.B. 


PARSONS, W. Va.—The Church of 
God at Parsons is always happy to tell 
others what God is doing for them. 
God really is blessing the church. Souls 
are being saved, sanctified, filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and added to the 
Church from time to time. Also, God 
is blessing in the finance. The Willing 
Workers’ Band is progressing. The 
band is divided under four leaders, 
with each leader having a group of 
co-workers. At the regular meeting 
held at the City Hall during the month 
of September, the leaders and their 
workers brought in $147.74. We used 
this to pay on our church indebted- 
ness. We are giving God the praise for 
all of it. Brother Owen Baldwin is our 
pastor. He and his good wife have been 
a real blessing to the people of Par- 
sons. We appreciate them and all the 
people that are helping for the cause 
of Christ. What God is doing for us at 
Parsons, He will do for you, too!— 
Wanda Hardy, President of the 
L.W.W.B. 
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THIRD QUARTER 1955 REPORT 
MISSIONS AND ORPHANAGE 


Missions Orphanage 





IIR isin sc lcnihacaicionitnaiee . $ 26,375.66 $ 7,929.90 
IE Saceicsatctinneincinicccionnnetin 462.62 208.41 
Arkansas _... 2,491.61 728.29 
California 7,316.17 1,040.43 
Canada—Central - 140.33 3.58 
Canada—Western _ 1,135.03 4.92 
Colorado _ 83.26 47.23 
Connecticut _ 3.89 19.14 
cca esses 967.95 105.77 
District of Columbia _. 414.73 39.01 
. .. _ =n 4,899.04 3,451.16 
Georgia PE TEM 39,827.51 10,531.19 
Idaho a 337.87 72. 
Illinois aan 1,100.04 747.78 
Indiana 6,074.27 069.09 
Iowa 1,632.75 467.89 
Kansas ‘ 1,103.24 182.71 
Kentucky - 1,206.20 1,696.03 
Louisiana 3,322.84 1,931.73 
Maine _ a 1,522.66 290.58 
Maryland pecan 6,833.40 931.68 
Massachusetts _.... ___ 4.58 4.16 
Michigan 9,407.60 849.24 
Minnesota 24.77 12.87 
Mississippi 1,141.48 805.20 
Missouri EM 5,501.07 1,220.38 
Montana _ Ne ROS ME 435.35 127.52 
Nebraska e 33.01 25.06 
Nevada Sirentanatinses 3.75 15.90 
New Jersey ___ 578.94 246.00 
New Mexico 805.97 147.54 
New York _ sabeneiaiidinein 161.69 53.11 
North Carolina __ 38,050.45 7,729.38 
North Dakota 1,735.17 154.77 
Ohio . sitetekdapiinn inital 2,362.17 1,730.66 
Oklahoma _ 4,465.84 603.61 
Oregon _. 4 863. 121.08 
Pennsylvania —._..____ 8,088.19 1,498.97 
South Carolina... = S)s- 25,152.81 5,374.84 
South Dakota —.._____. 1,066.29 145.79 
\ | eT 30,214.96 5,296.98 
Texas ease ; 1,881.39 960. 
Virginia oncipaietbiions 18,338.44 4,903.82 
Washington ___ : 1,201.22 377.16 
West Virginia 17,385.11 5,328.24 
Wisconsin __.. 936.34 193.86 
Wyoming 2.48 9.18 
Miscellaneous 7.51 7.04 
Spanish ~etetahaecimtrenioees 17.55 19.00 
Re ee eS 12.27 
TOTAL .....____._..._.___._.. $377,118.83 $69,473.83 


PLILPLELPLLLOLLOLOLO LOLOL LOLOL OOODODO 
Page 13 








(real Song DOOKS... 


Songs of the TE henad 


Our latest church and convention book containing 160 pages of 
carefully selected gospel songs, such as: “The Name of Jesus,” 
“I Want to Go There,” “I Know Who Holds Tomorrow,” “Oh, 
Rock of Ages,” and “I Have Started for a City.” 
50c per copy, $2.00 per 5, $5.00 per 12, $17.50 per 50, $30.00 per 100. 


These Prices Plus Postage 











or of Calvary 


A chorus book unexcelled for all age groups. Contains: “Every- 
body Ought to Know,” “Standing Somewhere in the Shadows,” 
“The Meeting in the Air,” and 88 other good singing numbers. 
35c per copy, $1.00 per 3, $3.60 per 12, $7.00 per 25, $13.00 per 50, 
$25.00 per 100. 

These Prices Plus Postage 


Gospel Songs of Snspiration 











gospel 


The 1954 church and convention book containing such songs songs 
| |. inspiration 


as: “Since Jesus Saved My Soul,” “Working for a Crown,” “My 

Mansion is Waiting in Glory,” and “We’ll Have a Wonderful Time 

up There.” 160 pages. 

50c per copy, $2.00 per 5, $5.00 per 12, $17.50 per 50, $30.00 per 100. 
These Prices Plus Postage 


Evangelistic Revival 


Seventy-one favorite gospel songs and 
hymns compiled from nation-wide sur- 
vey for CAMP MEETINGS, REVIVALS, 
PRAYER MEETINGS, including such numbers as: “Jesus 
Passed By,” “Just a Little Talk With Jesus,” “I’m Free Again,” 
“Victory in Jesus,” “When My Name Is Called in Glory,” “Love 
Lifted Me.” 

Prices: 35c per copy, $1.00 per 3, $3.60 per 12, $7.00 per 25, 
$13.00 per 50, $25.00 per 100. 


These Prices Plus Postage 





Order From 
QE #@8=TENNESSEE MUSIC AND PRINTING COMPANY 
922 Montgomery Avenue @ Cleveland, Tennessee 
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SURVEY FINDS U. S. GOVERNORS 
MOSTLY PROTESTANT 


Nearly half of the nation’s 48 state 
governors are either Methodist or 
Episcopalian, according to a survey re- 
ported at Minneapolis. A Lutheran 
publication reported that the govern- 
ors indicated their religious affilia- 
tions as follows: Methodist, 12; Protes- 
tant Episcopal, 10; Baptist, 7; Presby- 
terian, 5; Lutheran, 4; Congregational, 
3; Roman Catholic, 3; Christian, 1; 
Jewish, 1. One governor merely gave 
his religion as “Protestant,” and an- 
other said he had “no permanent af- 
filiation.” 


In Berne, Switzerland, the first Mor- 
mon temple on the European conti- 
nent was dedicated by David O. Mc- 
Kay of Salt Lake City, president of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints. (Two weeks earlier the 
president presided at ground-breaking 
ceremonies at Newchapel in Sussex, 
England, for the first Mormon tem- 
ple to be built there. 


In Moscow a seminary in which 
young rabbis would be trained is be- 
ing planned. The project is being 
pushed by Rabbi Solomon M. Schlifer, 
head of the Jewish community. The 
rabbi estimated that there are three 
million Jews in the Soviet Union, 





RELIGIOUS SPOTLIGHT 








THERE WERE NO OFFICIAL 
CHAPLAINS IN THE ARMY 
DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY 
WAK. “THE FIRST ONE 
WAS APPOINTED IN 1741. 
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served by more than 100 congregations. 
In Moscow, alone, there are between 
300,000 and 500,000 Jews. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—The national 
Sunday School Department of the As- 
semblies of God has announced an 
ambitious five-year plan scheduled to 
boost the denomination’s church 
school enrollment to one million by 
1960. The current enrollment is 775,100. 

Plans for the advancement cam- 
paign were first introduced to the con- 
stituency of the Assemblies of God 
this year in six regional Sunday School 
conventions, held through the U. S. 
Attendance at the conventions was 
more than 28,500, officials of the de- 
nomination have announced. 

The five-year plan calls for local, 
district, national, and international 
goals scheduled to climax with a mas- 
sive international convention in 1960. 
The Assemblies of God staged the 
largest Sunday School convention in 
church history last year at St. Louis, 
Mo. with 11,000 persons participating. 

Individual churches have been re- 
quested to promote the national stand- 
ard of the Sunday School Department, 
to expand the use of the up-to-date 
literature, and to enlarge their visita- 
tion program. 

The 43 districts of the church will 
be requested to hold conventions each 
year to stimulate interest in Sunday 
School work. 

The Sunday School Department 
plans to achieve a large part of the 
increase in enrollment by establish- 
ment of 365 new Sunday Schools each 
year and by promotion of the Ad- 
vanced Training School, held two 
weeks each year at the national head- 
quarters, to train teachers and church 
school workers. 


In London the central board for 
conscientious objectors has received a 
number of inquiries from young men 
who have found their lives changed 
because of decisions made in the Billy 
Graham meetings, and who as a re- 
sult have formed conscientious objec- 
_ to military service —(ERA—8-24- 
55) 


BIBLES PRESENTED TO CADETS 
AT WEST POINT 

In a traditional ceremony held last 

month at the Cadet Chapel, U.S. Mili- 

tary Academy, the American Tract 

Society made its annual presentation 

of specially-bound Bibles to 468 fourth 


classmen. Each cadet’s name was 
printed in gold on the cover. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelain, first vice- 
president of American Tract Society 
and head-master of Stony Brook 
School, New York, preached on the 
subject, “Why the Bible?” Dr. Gaebe- 
lein gave three reasons why men turn 
to the Bible in preference to any other 
book: “First,” he said, “it is the divine 
Guidebook, God’s revelation for the 
journey every man makes through life. 
Secondly, it is the truth, telling the 
truth about the human heart with 
its sin and rebellion against God, and 
also setting forth the hope of redemp- 
tion through Christ. Thirdly, in the 
Bible, truth is made known in a Per- 
son, so that in a very special sense 
the Book bears witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. . . . It is a spiritual book, 
the living truth. And men are obli- 
gated to read it and believe it to the 
extent of putting their trust now and 
forever in Jesus Christ.” 
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Choose from any of the 40 CLASSICS listed below 
for only 69¢ per volume. ORDER BY NUMBERS! 
@ Enrich your home as you enrich your mind 
- « . Just look at all you get for only 69¢ per 
book. Full library size 544" x 75" ... bound in 
hard cover with gilt-tooled leatherette spine 
and matching textured covers. Legible type 
. » « fine white paper. Here are luxury editions, 
worthy of their “world-famous” contents .. . 


start your collection TODAY! 


1. Tom Sawyer 
2. Tale of Two Cities 
3. Green Mansions 
4. SHE 
5. The Way of All Flesh 
6. Jane Eyre 
7. Wuthering Heights 
8. Poe’s Mystery Tales 
9. The Works of 
Shakespeare 
10. Pride and Prejudice 


13. House of Seven 
Gables 


4 14. Ibsen’s Plays 
1 15. Keat’s Best Poems 


16. Huckleberry Finn 


E) 17.Autob of 


Benjamin Franklin 


| 18. The Scarlet Letter 


19. Silas Marner 


: 20. Shelley’s Best 


Poems 


21. Wisdom of 
Confucius 

22. Cyrano de Bergerac 

23. Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

24. Selections from 
Pepy’s Diary 

25. Lamb's Tales 

26. Speeches of Lincoln 

27. Robinson Crusoe 

28. Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam 

29. Autobiography of 
Cellini 

30. The Last of the 
Mohicans 

31. Oregon Trail 

32. Philosophy of Spinoza 

33. The Vicar of Wakefield 

34. 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea 


35. Candide 
36. aad of Marce 


Polo 
37. Plato’s Republic 
38. Moliere’s a 
39. Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde 
40. The Little Minister 
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lifetime . . . so ideal for gifts. They will add distinction te 
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value for so little. All bound in leatherette Gilt-tooled spine 
and textured cloth-like covers . . . truly among the best 
ublished today and for only 69 cents each. We ask you to 

INE these fine volumes . . . FEEL its quality binding. 
ENJOY reading at its BEST. Have the pleasure’ of starting 
your own home library at this LOW BARGAIN PRICE, 


only 69¢ each . . . Mail This Coupon TODAY 


Lie od Pub. 
! wish to take advantage of lishing House 


below, for fe 
obligaticn "IY 69 cents indicated 
Book™" whatsoever,  P® book. This Places m 


_ Total 
m-n~---.-..... Prigg 
ash, F Money Order, OCh 


= Spe 
@CCepied for less than 4 


Volumes!) 





} 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
} 
} 
} 
) 
} 
} 
} 
) 
) 
) 
} 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
} 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
’ 
) 


, a ae ae ee a 


- Ae ee eS a a a ae 





